THE  INVENTORY  OF  MARGARET 
BROWN,  WIFE  OF  DONALD 
CARGILL,  THE  MARTYR 

[Margaret  Brown  was  married  to  Cargill  soon  after  his  ordination  as 
Minister  of  the  Barony  Church  in  the  spring  of  1655.  At  the  time 
she  was  the  widow  of  Andrew  Bethune  of  Blebo,  who  had  died 
on  June  3,  1653.  By  her  first  husband  she  had  had  three  sons  and  two 
daughters.  She  died  on  August  12,  1656,  within  a year  and  a day  of  her 
second  marriage,  apparently  without  further  issue.  “ There  is  not  the 
slightest  hint  anywhere  ” that  Cargill  married  again — Hay  Fleming  : 
Six  Saints  of  the  Covenant,  II,  202.  Cargill  was  executed  at  the  Cross  of 
Edinburgh  on  July  27,  1681. 

The  following  Inventory  is  registered  in  the  Glasgow  Commissariat 
Register,  now  in  the  Register  House,  Edinburgh.  The  manuscript  here 
reproduced  is  printed  from  a copy  by  Dr.  Hay  Fleming. 

According  to  Patrick  Walker,  Cargill  ‘ ' was  commonly  called  Donald, 
but  his  baptized  name  was  Daniel.”  He  uses  the  first  form  when  signing 
the  Matriculation  Album  of  St.  Salvator’s  College,  St.  Andrews,  in  1645. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Rattray,  Perthshire,  where  Cargill  was  born, 
“ old  people  seem  to  regard  Daniel  as  the  equivalent  of  Donald,”  though 
there  is  no  relation  between  them — Hay  Fleming  : Ibid.,  II,  1,  203.] 

The  Testament  Dative  and  Inventare  of  the  guds,  geir,  debts  and 
sowmes  of  money  quhilk  pertenit  to  umquhill  Margaret  Broune,  spous 
to  Mr  Daniell1  Cargill,  minister  at  the  Baronie  Kirk  of  Glasgow,  within 
the  burgh  of  Glasgow,  the  tyme  of  hir  deceis,  quha  deceissit  upone  the 
tuelff  day  of  August  1656  zeirs  last  bypast,  faythfullie  maid  and  given 
upe  be  Robert  Bethune  of  Bandone,  tutour-in-law,  and  as  neirest  agnate 
of  kinne,  that  is,  kinseman  or  cousing  on  the  father’s  syde  to  Androw, 
John,  David,  Margaret,  and  Marie  Bethunes,  children  lawfull  to  the 
defunct,  procreat  betwixt  hir  and  the  deceist  Andro  Bethune  of  Blebo, 
hir  first  husband,  conforme  to  the  retourit  service  of  tutorie  of  the  dait 
the  eight  day  of  July  1653  zeirs  ; and  that  in  name  and  behalf  of  the 
saids  Andro,  John,  David,  Margaret,  and  Marie  Bethunes,  in  respect  of 
their  pupillaritie  and  les  aige,  quha  as  bairnes  lawfull  to  the  defunct 
(procreat  betuixt  hir  and  hir  said  deceist  first  husband)  ar  executours 

1 The  Christian  name  has  been  altered.  It  seems  to  have  been  originally  written 
“ Donald.” 
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datives  decernit  to  the  defuncts  guds,  geir  and  debts  be  decreit  of  the 
Commissar  of  Glasgow  his  depute,  upon  the  xxiiii  day  of  Marche  instant 
1657  zeiris. 


Inventare. 

Item,  the  defunct  had,  the  tyme  of  hir  deceis  foirsaid,  perteining  and 
belonging  to  her  as  her  awin  proper  the  guds  and  geir  underwritten,  of 
the  pryces  following,  viz.  In  the  first,  in  the  girnall  of  Blebo  threttie  twa 
bolls  meill,  pryce  of  the  boll  owerheid  iiii  lib.  iii  s.  iiii  d.,  inde  ic  xxxiii  lib. 
vi  s.  viii  d. 

Summa  of  the  inventare  . . i c xxxiii  lib.  vi  s.  viii  d. 

“ Debts  awand  in 

Item,  ther  was  award  to  the  defunct  the  tyme  foirsaid  the  soumes 
of  money  following,  be  the  persones  underwritten,  viz.  In  the  first,  be 
David  Lees,  in  Maines  of  Blebo,  restand  of  his  ferme  and  dewtie  the 
cropt  1655  zeiris,  ii  c xl  lib.  Item,  mair  be  him,  of  the  cropt  1656  zeiris, 
three  chalders  victuall  being  fourtie  eight  bolls,  pryce  of  the  boll  owerheid 
iiii  lib.,  inde  i c lxxxxii  lib.  Item,  mair  be  him,  of  silver  dewtie  the  said 
zeir  ii  c lib.  Item,  be  William  Bred,  in  Milnetone  of  Blebo,  restand  of 
his  dewtie,  the  cropt  1655  zeiris  foirsaid,  the  sowme  of  ii  c lib.  Item, 
mair  be  him  of  the  cropt  1656  zeiris  twelff  bollis  victuall,  pryce  of  the 
boll  therof  ourheid  foirsaid  iiii  lib.  inde  xlviii  lib.  Item,  be  James 
Johnstone  in  Balreuchie  restand  of  his  dewtie  the  said  cropt  1655  zeirs 
xxxiii  lib.  vi  s.  viii  d.  Item,  mair  be  him  of  the  cropt  1656  zeirs  foirsaid 
twentie  foure  bollis  victuall,  pryce  of  the  boll  therof  ourheid  foirsaid 
iiii  lib.  inde  Ixxxxvi  lib.  Item,  be  John  Rodger  at  the  south  mylne  of 
Blebo,  restand  of  his  dewtie  the  cropt  1655  zeiris  foirsaid  lviii  lib.  Item, 
mair  be  him  of  the  cropt  foirsaid  1656  zeiris  xxxiii  lib.  vi  s.  viii  d.  Item, 
be  Henrie  Mitchell  at  the  North  myln  of  Blebo,  of  the  cropt  1656  zeirs 
twell  bolls  victuall  pryce  of  the  boll  ourheid  foirsaid  iiii  lib.  inde  xlviii 
lib.  Item,  mair  be  him  the  said  zeir  xvi  lib.  xiii  s.  iiii  d. 

Summa  of  the  debts  in  . . . i m.  i c lxv  lib.  vi  s.  viii  d. 

Summa  of  the  inventare  and  debts  i m.  ii c lxxxxviii  lib.  xiii  s.  iiii  d. 

Na  divisione,  in  respect  the  defunct  deceist  within  zeir  and  day  eftir 

the  mariage  of  her  with  Mr  Donald  Cargill. 

I,  George  Lockhart  of  Tarbrax,  commissar  of  Glasgow,  be  the  tenour 
heirof,  aftir  dew  warning  maid  be  edict  oppinlie  as  effeiris,  ratifie,  approve 
and  confirme  this  present  testament  and  inventare,  in  swa  far  as  the 
samen  is  leillilie  and  trewlie  maid  and  given  upe,  nothing  omitit  fuith 
therof,  nor  sett  within  the  just  avail  therin  contenit ; and  give  and 
committ  full  power  of  intromissione  with  the  gudis,  geir  and  debts  abone 
written,  to  the  saidis  executours  datives  abone  decernit  allanerlie,  with 
power  to  them  to  call  and  persew  therfoir  if  neede  be,  becaus  the  tutour 
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upegiveare  hes  maid  fayth  as  use  is  (in  respect  of  the  saidis  executouris 
their  pupillarite  foirsaid),  and  fund  cautioun  as  law  will,  as  ane  Act  maid 
therupon  at  length  beirs.  At  Glasgow,  the  xxviii  day  of  Marche  1657  zeirs. 
The  quhilk  day,  in  presens  of  Mr  John  Spreull,  depute  to  George  Lockhart 
of  Tarbrax,  commissar  of  Glasgow,  compeirit  personalie  William  Selkrige, 
procuratour  speciallie  constitute  be  the  obligatours  within  specifeit,  and 
gave  in  the  band  eftir  mentionat,  desyrand  the  samen  to  be  insert  and 
registrat  in  the  Buiks  of  the  said  commissariat,  to  have  the  strength  of 
ane  decreit,  with  executorialls  to  pas  therupone,  in  maner  therin  contenit. 
The  quhilk  desyre  the  said  commissar-depute  thocht  ressonabill,  and 
therfoir  hes  ordainit  and  ordaines  the  said  band  to  be  insert  and  registrat 
in  the  Buiks  of  the  said  Commissariat,  to  have  the  strength  of  ane  decreit, 
and  ordaines  lettres  executorialls  to  pas  therupone  in  forme  therin 
specifeit ; quherof  the  tenour  followes  : — I,  David  Betone,  feare  of 
Bandone,  binds  and  obleissis  me,  my  airis,  executouris,  assignayis, 
intromettouris  with  my  guds  and  geir,  as  cautioner  for  Andro,  David, 
John,  Margaret,  and  Marie  Betones,  bairnes  lawfull  and  executours- 
datives  confirmit  and  decernit  to  umquhill  Margaret  Broune  their  mother, 
being  bairnes  lawfull  procreat  betwixt  umquhill  Andro  Betone  of  Blebo 
and  the  said  umquhill  Margaret  Broune,  last  spous  to  Mr  Donald  Cargill, 
minister  of  the  Baronie  Kirk  of  Glasgow  ; and  for  Robert  Bethune  of 
Bandone,  their  lawfull  tutour  and  upegiveare  of  the  guds,  geir,  debts 
and  sowmes  of  money  contenit  and  given  upe  in  the  said  umquhill  Margaret 
Broune  in  hir  confirmit  testament,  extending  and  estimat  to  the  sowme 
of  ane  thowsand  two  hundreth  twentie  sevin  pund  14s.  money  of  Scotland, 
sal  be  furthcome  and  to  all  pairties  haiffing  entres  as  accords  of  the  law  ; 
and  we,  the  said  Andro,  David,  John,  Margaret,  and  Marie  Betones, 
executours  confirmit  foirsaids,  and  the  saids  Robert  Betone  our  tutour, 
for  us  and  in  our  name,  binds  and  obleissis  us,  our  airis  and  executours, 
to  warrand,  skaythles  keepe,  the  said  David  Betone,  our  cautioner 
foirsaid,  and  his  forsaids,  of  his  cautionrie  for  us  in  the  premisses,  and  of 
all  danger  and  expensses  theranent.  And,  for  the  mair  securitie,  we  ar 
content  thir  presents  be  registrat  in  the  Buiks  of  Counsell,  the  Buiks  of 
the  Hie  Courts  of  Justice,  Commissar’s  Books  of  St  Androes,  Edinburgh, 
or  Glasgow,  that  executorialls  of  poynding,  horneing  and  warding  may 
pas  therupone  on  ane  simple  charge  of  sex  dayis,  and  to  that  effect 
constitutes  procuratours.  Wrettin  be  John  Speir,  servitour 

to  Mr  Archibald  Lome,  wrytter  in  Glasgow,  and  subscrivit  as  followes. 
At  Bandone,  the  twentie  ane  day  of  Merche  1657  zeiris,  befoir  thir  wit- 
nesses, Sir  Henrie  Wardlaw  of  Pitcreavie,  knycht,  and  Mr  William  Betone, 
my  brother  there,  and  James  Betone,  my  uther  brother  : and  so  sub- 
scrivit— David  Betone,  Robert  Betoune,  Mr  Henrie  Wardlaw,  witnes, 
Mr  Beatone,  witnes. 


